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6 December 1995 INTERNAT!’ 


Francophone Efforts To Raise Profile Noted 


LD0212174895 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1230 GMT 2 Dec 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] We now go to Cotonou 
where the sixth francophone summit is taking place. 
Dominique Bur is on the spot: 


[Bur] Yes, the sixth conference for countries who use 
the French language opened this morning in Cotonou. 
There are 49 of these countries, as Moldavia and Sao 
Tome and Principe have now rejoined the francophone 
camp. 


The ceremony started at the Palais des Sports in 
Cotonou in the presence of the heads of state, govern- 
ments, and representatives from the 49 member coun- 
tries, as well as many well-known personalities. The cer- 
emony started more than one hour late. [passage omit- 
ted] 


The ceremony then started. Muriel Pomponne, you were 
there, in the Palais des Sports, for the ceremony. So 
the ceremony was colorful, and took place in a good 
atmosphere: 


{[Pomponne] [passage omitted] Of the 49 heads of 
delegation, one was absent at the last minute. Hassan 
Gouled of Djibouti felt unwell and had to be evacuated 
to the hospital ship berthed off Cotoncu. [passage 
omitted] 


At the beginning of his speech, President Nicephore 
Soglo asked for one mi.ute of silence. It was quite a 
moving moment. The minute of silence was in memory 
of two absent heads of state who were present two years 
ago in Mauritius: Presidents Ndadaye of Burundi and 
Habyarimana of Rwanda, and also in memory of all the 
victims of the genocide. 


{Bur} Apart from Nicephore Soglo, six other person- 
alities spoke this morning, including French President 
Jacques Chirac. This is an important day for Jacques 
Chirac. This is his first official visit to Benin, and is 
also the first time that Jacques Chirac is taking part in 
a francophone summit as head of state. 


Cultural exceptions [exceptions in the then important 
GATT negotiations for cultural products] were much 
talked about at the last summit. Well, Jacques Chirac 
has in a way taken up this banner again. He made 
very forceful comments about the role of French- 
speaking communities. With Christophe Boisbouvier we 
will see that Jacques Chirac developed a three-pronged 
offensive: 


[Boisbouvier] Three main ideas were put forward. First: 
elementary education. There are francophone countries 
where more than 60 percent of children are not attending 
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school. This intolerable situation must be brought to 
an end. International aid funds for development should 
allocate at least one quarter of their budgets to this 
problem. 


Second: French access to the information highways. 
Eighty percent of the information on the Internet is 
diffused in English. It should be opened up to all the 
main international languages: French, but also Spanish, 
Arabic, Russian, Hindi, Chinese, and Japanese. This is 
the appeal I am making from Cotonou, Jacques Chirac 
Said. 


Third: The development of the countries in the south. 
Several countries in the north have disengaged them- 
Selves, not France. Its cooperation with francophone 
Africa will continue to be one of its main priorities, 
Jacques Chirac said, and made it clear that despite ru- 
mors the Cooperation Ministry will continue to exist. 


The French and Beninese presidents also stressed [the 
importance of] preventive diplomacy, making more 
genocide impossible, Jacques Chirac said. He praised 
the countries that are democratizing and reintorcing the 
rule of law. Some may see this as a reference to the La 
Baule summit where his predecessor began this process. 


Beninese President Nicephore Soglo did not mince his 
words. He praised Francois Mitterrand’s actions in favor 
of the young African democracies. 


[Bur] Christophe Boisbouvier mentioned what might 
come to be seen as the Cotonou appeal, the call to 
French-speaking countries [la francophonie] by Jacques 
Chirac. Well, let us now listen to the French president: 


[Begin Chirac recording] We must produce and broad- 
cast in French. It is a question of survival. We must unite 
our efforts. The countries of the south can and must take 
part in this battle, which is not only faced by French- 
speaking countries. The Spanish, Arabic, Hindi, Rus- 
sian, Chinese, or Japanese speaking peoples are faced by 
the same threat as us, and I call on the French-speaking 
countries to take the lead in a uge campaign for lin- 
guistic pluralism and cultural diversity on tomorrow's 
information highways. [applause] 


I hope that this appeal from Cotonou clearly sets out this 
ambition, and will be heard and understood throughout 
the whole world. [end recording] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [Bur] Another main issue at 
the opening ceremony was a common desire of sorts to 
strengthen the French-speaking countries, so that they 
really becomes a political force capable of speaking as 
such in the international arena. In order to give it the 
means to become a political force and speak with one 
voice, a new idea has emerged in Cotonou: The creation 
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of a general secretariat. Here is Christophe Boisbouvier 
who will tell us more about this: 


[Boisbouvier] French-speaking countries should become 
a political force, Beninese President Nicephore Soglo 
said. They do not have a high enough profile, they are 
not efficient enough, Jacques Chirac said, echoing his 
words. It needs a face, a voice, authority. 


Therefore, after years of hesitation the heads of state 
and governments have agreed. There will now be 
a general secretariat of French-speaking countries, as 
with the Commonwealth, which will be elected at the 
coming summit in Hanoi in two years time, which 
will give the Canadian Jean-Louis Roy time to end his 
mandate at the head of the Agency for Cultural and 
Technical Cooperation — certain sensitivities have to 
be accounted for. 


Behind this initiative, this morning’s speakers wanted 
to set themselves a target: Fighting the linguistic and 
cultural uniformity that has resulted from the predom- 
inance of English, as Jacques Chirac said, and making 
French-speaking countries a community without com- 
plexes when faced with the English-speaking world, a 
laboratory for a new art of cohabitation. 
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Nicephore Soglo, the African, wanted to add another 
more popular dimension, something that many Beninese 
want — they regret that this summit is not also a popular 
festival. 


[Bur] This creation of a general secretariat was men- 
tioned by several heads of state, including Jacques 
Chirac, of course. For him the International Secretariat 
will allow French-speaking countries to speak more fre- 
quently with one voice, and have more coherence: 


[Begin Chirac recording] French-speaking countries are 
Still not visible and efficient enough. They will be [more 
efficient and visible] when a general secretary, elected 
for four years, represents them to the outside world and 
leads them by coordinating the actions of the various 
players. [applause] 


French-speaking countries will now have a face, a voice, 
auth’ ‘y, and in this way in the coming century, while 
res, 7 the sovereignty and diversity of our countries, 
it wili Dv able to manage and give life to a political 
entity that is original and united on the cultural front. 
[end recording] [passage omitted] 
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Nigeria “Touched On’ During Gore-Mandela Talks 


MBO0512151095 Jchannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1400 GMT 5 De. 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] President Nelson Mandela and 
visiting American Vice President Al Gore have met in 
Pretoria to discuss relations between the two countries. 
Afterwards, Mr. Gore told newsmen that the meeting 
had been very productive and that he and Mr. Mandela 
had discussed the challenges the two nations were 
planning together. Mr. Mandela said that he and Mr. 
Gore had touched on the Nigerian issue, but did not 
elaborate. 


Gore, Mbeki Admit Interests ‘Differ’ 


MBO0512194295 Johannesburg SABC TV 1 Network 
in English 1800 GMT 5 Dec 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] A formal partnership has been 
formed between South Africa and the United States, 
with the first session of the South Africa-American 
Commission in Pretoria this morning. The meeting was 
chaired by the deputy presidents of the two countries, 
Thabo Mbeki and Al Gore. But, as Linda van Tilburg 
and Estelle Pienaar report, there appeared to be serious 
differences between the two countries. 


[Begin recording] [Van Tilburg] The session of the 
South African-American Binational Commission was 
described as the beginning of a new era of cooperation 
between the two countries, but this does not mean that 
the two countries agree on all international issues. At 
the opening of the first session, Deputy President Thabo 
Mbeki referred to these differences. 


[Mbeki] We believe that this is a relationship that, at 
the same time, will recognize and accommodate the fact 
that, at various times and on various issues, our national 
interests will differ. 


[Van Tilburg] Both deputy presidents were at pains to 
point out that the relationship between the two countries 
was not that of benefactor and beneficiary, but of mutual 
partners. 


[Gore] Your leadership on the issue of nuclear non- 
proliferation provides a model for the rest of the 
world. Your work on conflict resolution offers practical 
experience of vital importance to many nations on this 
planet. 


[Van Tilburg] Mr. Gore also met President Nelson 
Mandela at his office in the Union Buildings. Their 
discussion centered around problem areas in the world, 
including Nigeria. Later, he also held discussions with 
Deputy President F.W. De Klerk. The United States 
has similar agreements with two other countries, with 
Russia and Egypt. Critics say that these commissions 
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have achieved little, but South Africans say this means 
that the U.S. is interested in South Africa and it could 
lead to more investment. 


{Pienaar} Although there were smiles all around when 
the bilateral agreements were signed, differences be- 
tween the two countries started emerging soon after- 
wards. Mr. Gore and Mr. Mbeki admitted that problem 
areas existed. Earlier this year, South Africa agreed to 
store oil for Iran, which raised American eyebrows. 


[Mbeki] The vice president indicated the genera! trame- 
work of United States policy towards Iran. This was to 
indicate to us what the positions of the United States 
Government are with regard to this question. 


[Pienaar] One of the other outstanding issues involves 
the Rooivalk helicopter. South Africa lost a potentially 
lucrative contract to sell the helicopter to Britain as a 
result of the so-called Philadelphia court case, in which 
Armscor [Armaments Corporation of South Africa}, 
Denel, and several other South African companies were 
found guilty of breaking the arms embargo. President 
Nelson Mandela asked President Bill Clinton to help 
resolve the matter. 


[Gore] The Armscor case is an issue on which our two 
governments have been working in an effort to find 
a Satisfactory solution. It’s an important and complex 
issue in that it involves matters of both law and policy. 
We're hopeful that we will be able to reach a mutually 
acceptable settlement of the issue soon. 


[Pienaar] Tomorrow, Vice President Gore will extend 
the U.S. goodwill to other countries in the southern 
African region by signing a memorandum of under- 
standing with SADC [Southern African Development 
Community] in the Botswana capital, Gaborone. [end 
recording] 


Astronaut-Student Dialogue Announced 


MB0612112995 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1059 GMT 06 Dec 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Pretoria Dec 6 SAPA — A 
special project during the STS-72 space shuttle mission 
in January will see an astronaut giving a televised 
demonstration to South African students. 


The project was announced by Deputy President Thabo 
Mbeki and U.S. Vice President Al Gore on Tuesday in 
a continuing effort to engage South African students in 
the study of mathematics and the sciences. 


Astronaut Winston Scott will answer questions trom 
students during the link-up. Scott will be carrying a 
South African flag presented to him by Arts, Culture, 
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Science and Technology Minister Ben Ngubane. The 
flag will be returned to South Africa after the mission. 


Gore Meets De Klerk 


MBO0512161195 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1540 GMT 5 Dec 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} PRETORIA Dec 5 SAPA 
Deputy President F W de Klerk and United States Vice- 
President Al Gore met /or about 30 minutes at the Union 
Buildings in Pretoria on Tuesday [5 December]. 


De Klerk told newsmen at a photo session they had dis- 
cussed South Africa’s [SA] future role in Africa and 
matters pertaining to the U.S.-SA Binational Commis- 
sion meeting held earlier in the day. 


Gore said he had held cordial and productive dialogue 
with De Klerk and had briefed him on Tuesday morn- 
ing’s meeting of the commission's financial committee. 


Issues On which the National Party had a different 
perspective were dealt with because the U.S. wanted 
to keep lines of communication open. 


U.S. To Cooperate in ‘Low Smoke Fuel’ Workshop 


MBO0512140795 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1306 GMT OS Dec 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Pretoria Dec 5 SAPA — 
Government attempts to curb urban air pollution caused 
by coal burning will be discussed at a two-day workshop 
on low smoke fuel attended by United States experts 
next year, Energy and Mineral Affairs Minister Pik 
Botha said in Pretoria on Tuesday. 


The department will co-operate with its U.S. counterpart 
to find an alternative for coal — which is preferred by 
the poor in winter as it is cheaper and more effective 
than electric heating. 


Botha, in a report on the activities of the Sustainable 
Energy Committee to the U.S.-South Africa Binational 
Commission meeting, said the programme included 
studying low smoke fuel programmes overseas and 
several large-scale demonstration projects. 


"Luckily, South Africa has spare energy capacity, but 
if our political emancipation is to be followed through 
with economic liberation, ways must be found to convey 
to those who wait for it to transform their lives,” Botha 
said. 


In terms of the Reconstruction and Development Pro- 
gramme, some 2.5 million additional households will 
have received electricity from Eskom [Electricity Sup- 
ply Commission] by 2000. This amounted to 500,000 
connections per year, which Botha said was well under 
way. 
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However, millions of South Africans in rural areas were 
too far from urban electrical grids to be connected 
cost-effectively. While solar power was the solution, its 
implementation was hampered vy a lack of money. 


A non-profit subsidiary of the Central Energy Fund, 
Renewable Energy tor South Africa [Refsa], hopes to 
provid 2.5 million households with financing for solar 
panels in the next twenty years at a cost of between R6 
billion [Rands] and R7 billion, Botha said. 


The department will initially provide Refsa with R6.1 
million over three years in addition to the U.S. En- 
ergy Department's U.S.$1.1 million grant via the U.S. 
Agency for International Development. 


The organisation will also receive technical assistance 
from the U.S. in business development and identifying 
financing methods. Training rural entrepreneurs in in- 
stallation and maintanance will sustain the programme, 
Botha said. 


The annual use of twelve million [metric] tons of 
traditional fuels like dung, firewood and crop waste by 
14 million South Africans still constituted an energy 
crisis, Botha said. “It is a crisis that is all the more 
insidious because unlike AIDS...Public awareness of tt 
is extremely low,” he said. 


The department has launched a campaign to encourage 
tree-planting and provide fire material from industrial 
waste. 


Botha said alternative fuel sources, specifically electric- 
ity, was essential to solve the biomass problem. 


South African energy legislation is being drafted in 
co-operation with experts from U.S. Energy Secretary 
Hazel O'Leary's department, he said. 


The U.S. department has also assisted in establishing a 
modern regulatory system to restructure the electricity 
distribution sector. South Africa and the U.S. are to 
sign an agreement on collaborating on energy policies, 
science, technology and development on Tuesday. 


Agreements ‘Cement’ Relations With United States 


MB0512175995 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1741 GMT 5 Dec 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] PRETORIA Dec 5 SAPA 
Relations between South Africa [SA] and the United 
States were cemented on Tuesday [5 December] with 
the signing of three cooperation agreements by Deputy 
President Thabo Mbeki and U.S. Vice-President Al 
Gore. 
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The agreements were the culmination of the U.S.-SA 
Binational Commission's [BNC] first full meeting, in 
Pretoria earlier in the day. 


The commission, established in March, facilitates busi- 
ness development, conservation, energy and people de- 
velopment and science and technology. 


Tuesday's agreements are a framework for cooperation 
in the scientific, technological and environmental fields, 
an agreement which will bring the Peace Corps to South 
Africa and an economic, technical and related assistance 
agreement. 


The establishment of a sixth BNC cornmittee, on 
agriculture, was announced by the two co-chairmen of 
the commission, Mbeki and Gore. 


This committee would complement the existing five 
committees, those on trade and investment; people de- 
velopment; energy development; science and technol- 
ogy; and conservation, the environment and water. 


The Peace Corps as a volunteer group will provide 
practical, sustainable development assistance. Volun- 
teers traditionally assist a host country in agriculture, ed- 
ucation, conservation and small business development. 


Earlier Mbeki and Gore, opening the BNC meeting, em- 
phasised close cooperation between the two countries. 


"I would like to assure you, our friends from across 
the Atlantic, that we, like yourselves, approach the 
relationship between our two countries and people not 
as one between benefactor and beneficiary, but as co- 
participants in the common effort to create a better life 
for all," Mbeki said. 


He believed there was much that could be shared 
between South Africa and the U.S. in areas such as 
the struggle to end racism, sexism and poverty, in the 
exchange of information in science and technology, in 
the exposure of youth to each other’s country, in the 
protection of the environment, in cultural exchanges 
and the construction of a peaceable and equitable world 
order. 


Gore reiterated the U.S. sought ubuntu (roughly trans- 
lated as an humanitarian spirit) with South Africa as 
it was a wonderful African concept of a community in 
its fullest sense. "Ubuntu is what we seek with South 
Africa,” he said. 


South Africa and the U.S., he said were truly sister 
nations, united not only by a common history but a 
vision of non-racial democracy and human rights. 


"We in the us feel we have a great deal to learn from the 
new South Africa,” he said, adding South Africa could 
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offer his country and the world expertise in nuclear non- 
proliferation and conflict resolution. 


The U.S. has similar binational commissions with 
Russia and Egypt. 


Gore met President Nelson Mandela and Deputy Pres- 
ident F W de Klerk on Tuesday to discuss relations 
between the two countries. He flies to Botswana on 
Wednesday to sign a memorandum of understanding de- 
tween the U.S. and the Southern African Development 
Community. 


Nation Not To Scrap Weapons-Grade Uranium 


MBO0512183195 Johannesburg THE SUNDAY 
INDEPENDENT in English 3 Dec 95 p7 


[Report by Newton Kanhema and Brendan Seery] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Atomic Energy Corpora- 
tion [AEC] has refused to disclose the amount of highly 
enriched uranium (HEU) in its stockpile, and does not 
intend treating it to make it useless for atomic bomb- 
making. 


Enriched uranium 235 has a “half-life” of 710 million 
years, the time it would take for its radioactivity level 
to reduce by half to a level which would still be highly 
dangerous. HEU is a “weapons-usable fissile material’; 
in certain forms and concentrations, it can be used to 
make nuclear weapons. 


"The detailed quantity of HEU in South Africa’s pos- 
session is ‘safe-guard confidential’ (a term used by the 
International Atomic Energy Agency),” said an AEC 
spokesman. 


Although the South African stockpile is under the 
supervision of the international agency — which has 
declared itself satisfied that its stringent regulations had 
been adhered to in South Africa — concern has been 
expressed by nuclear non-proliferation campaigners that 
some of this country’s HEU may have found its way to 
countries which have not yet declared themselves to be 
nuclear. This has been denied by the AEC. 


The corporation does not intend to blend down its stock- 
pile HEU to low-enriched uranium (LEU) to eliminate 
the risk of diversion for nuclear proliferation purposes, 
as is being done by the U.S. department of energy with 
surplus American HEU, much of it from dismantled nu- 
clear warheads. 


Once HEU is blended down to LEU, it is no more 
weapons-usable than existing, abundant supplies of 
LEU. It cannot be returned to a weapons-usable form 
without being re-enriched — a costly, technically de- 
manding and time-consuming process. The U.S. energy 
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department said “blending to LEU is the most timely 
and effective method for eliminating the proliferation 
threat of surplus HEU”. 


South Africa will use its HEU stockpile to fuel the 
Safari reactor for the next 15 to 20 years, said the 
AEC spokesman. "It will be used for the production 
of radioisotopes for medical and industrial use in South 
Africa, and for earning foreign currency through the 
export of radioisotopes.” 


The mineral and energy affairs minister, Pik Botha, has 
said the world market is saturated with cheap nuclear 
fuel, so disposing of the stockpile in that way is not 
considered practical. 


The AEC spokesman said that after the fuel elements 
for the Safari reactor are used up, they will be stored 
"either in the Safar: pool or in a dry storage facility at 
Pelindaba which is under [AEA safeguards”. The spent 


fuel elements would still have a uranium enrichment of 


about 65 percent. 


AEC employees werking with the HEU will be subject 
to strict safety measures, said the spokesman. 


He said the AEC conforms to all international guidelines 
on the usage of radioactivity and has an excellent record. 


Ex-SADF Personnel Unhappy With Integration 


MB0512190795 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
5 Dec 95 p7 


[Report by Norman Chandler] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Members of the disbanded 
South African vefence Force (SADF) — the country’s 
previous all-powerful military force — say that their 
interests are not being looked after adequately during the 
ongoing military integration process, the South African 
National Defence Force (SANDF) has admitted. 


It is the first official indication that the process — which 
is designed to inteprate the SADF with Umkhonto we 
Sizwe [Spear of the Nation; ANC military wing — MK], 
APLA [Azanian People’s Liberation Army], and the 
former armies of the defunct Bophuthatswana, Ciskei, 
Venda and Transkei homelands into one unified force 
— has run into problems involving SADF personnel. 


There have been reports for some time that mainly 
white officers and men who were part of the SADF 
are not happy with what they perceive to be "favoured 
treatment” of the officers and men from MK and APLA 
— known as the non-statutory forces (NSF) — and the 
four other armies. 


They are particularly concerned about promotions, a fear 
that they will not be reappointed when contracts come 
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up for renewal, and that all posts continue to be regarded 
as temporary pending placement decisions taken by a 
military placement board. 


There is also concern that, as the integration process 
wincs on, so will some soldiers be affected by a planned 
rationalisation programme which will see the defence 
force downsized by up to 60,000 to a level of about 
75,000. 


The Chief of the SANDF, General Georg Meiring, said 
in Pretoria that it had recently become evident "that the 
former SADF should be represented on the integration 
committee (IC) to obtain a general overview of the 
integration process”. 


Another aspect thai is being looked into is described 
as ‘fears and perceptions that the former SADF 1s 
absorbing the other forces”. This fear has been expressed 
for NSF soldiers, who in turn have claimed they are not 
being given due recognition and that SADF men are 
being preterred. 


The claims were part of the reason why troops took 
part in various acts of ill-discipline during 1995 by 
embarking on campaigns for improved salary packages 
and finally complaining directly to President Mandela. 


Defence headquarters 1s taking such a serious view Jf 
the situation that a senior officer has been seconded 
to the IC to look after the interests of former SADF 
members, and to also keep the committee informed 
about prevailing attitudes and perceptions. 


South African Press Review for 6 Dec 
Mb0512124895 


[FBIS Editorial Report] 
BUSINESS DAY 


‘Avoidance of Political Controversy’ in Tax Report — 
The “single thread" running through the Katz commis- 
sion’s report on taxation is its “avoidance of potitical 
controversy,” says Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in 
English on 6 December. However, this 1s the "most re- 
alisiic Course to take while inland revenue is in a state of 
collapse and could probably not cope with any signifi- 
cant changes to the tax structure.” A solution to the prob- 
lem of unprosecuted tax evasion would be to “cut rates 
of direct taxes on individuals and corporations and to in- 
troduce higher rates on easily collected indirect taxes on 
consumption. But Katz drops that political hot potato.” 


THE CITIZEN 


Warning Against Rejection of Afrikaner — The page-6 
editorial in Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English on 5 
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December comments on National Police Commissioner 
George Fivaz’s opposition to any measure “which will 
have the practical effect of downgrading the status of 
Afrikaans in the SAPS [South African Police Service].” 
"If the Afrikaner is treated unfairly — if his land is taken 
from him, if his language is rejected, if his position in 
the public service is destroyed, if his former leaders are 
prosecuted for alleged crimes during what they regarded 
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as a war against Communism, whereas ANC leaders 
who were responsible for acts of terrozism in the name 
of liberation are not prosecuted — then he may well turn 
against the people who are denying him his language 
and his rights.” President Mandela and “his followers” 
are warned not to “destroy his vision of a new nation 
by rejecting the Afrikaner and his language.” 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


Angola 


UNITA Political Commission Halts Confinement 


MBO512122995 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1200 GMT 5 Dec 95 


{"“Communique” issued by the National Union for the 
Toial Independence of Angola Political Commission in 
Bailundo on 4 December] 


(FBIS Translated Text] The Angolan peace process 
is in serious danger. The National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola [UNITA] cannot accept 
the behavior of the Angolan Armed Forces [FAA] 
command structures. After (attacks) on a number of 
UNITA-controlled areas in Huila, Benguela, Lunda 
Norte, and Lunda Sul Provinces in November, the FAA 
troops are now forcibly occupying all of Zaire Province, 
beginning in the oil-rich area of Soyo. 


In operations from 29 November to 4 December, Pop- 
ular Movement for the Liberation of Angola [MPLA] 
troops occupied the Sumba, Quicandi, Quinzau, Manga 
Grande, Nenga, and (Quelo) areas. 


UN Special Representative Alioune Blondin Beye was 
always warned about these incidents, but to no avail. 
The MPLA armed forces use white and black merce- 
naries to pilot helicopters and drive tanks as well as 
armored cars. It is increasingly clear that the MPLA 
plans to use arms to occupy the whole country. It is 
also noteworthy that the FAA troops’ offensive in Zaire 
Province began after a visit by General Joao Baptista 
de Matos, FAA chief of General Staff. 


As a result of these operations, which contradict the 
Lusaka Protocol's terms, and the attempt on the life 
of General Arlindo Chenda Pena Ben-Ben in Luanda, 
the UNITA Political Commission made the following 
decisions: 

A. To immediately stop the confinement of UNITA 
troops; 

B. To clarify the relationship between UNITA and 
the UN Angola Verification Mission-3 in view of 


unacceptable behavior by the Blue Helmets in UNITA- 
controiled areas, where married women and children are 


frequently raped; 


C. To reassess the Lusaka Protocol's entire implementa- 
tion process, so we will know to whom we should talk. 


Peace is a priceless asset to all Angolan people, but we 
will fight lies and humiliation. 


(Issued) Bailundo, Angola, 4 December 1995 
(Signed) The UNITA Political Commission 
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UNITA’s Samondo on Suspension 


MBOS512170295 London BBC World Service 
in English 1505 GMT 5 Dec 95 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] Yesterday, UNITA [National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola} warned 
that they would suspend their participation in the 
demobilization process in Angola, and now they have 
gone ahead and done it. The reason, according to 
UNITA, is continuing military action against them by 
government forces in northwestern Angola. The ove 
will be a blow to the UN peacekeeping efforts and a 
blow to the whole peace process. Demobilization only 
got off to a start two weeks ago with the opening of a 
quartering camp for UNITA forces in Vila Nova. More 
camps were supposed to open under UN supervision 
in the coming days, but now they probably won't. 
On the line to New York, Elizabeth Ohene asked 
UNITA’s representative at the UN, Marcos Samondo, 
what UNITA’s decision to suspend quaricrins its troops 
actually ™2aut. 


{Begin recording] [Samondo] It actually means that we 
have to go to the drawing board again. We have to sit 
together with the governnient, with the UN, and really 
to see where will the process go from here. We cannot 
continue to put our troops to confinement now. | think 
they have to be in a defensive posi.ion until the issue is 
clarified whether we are going to have another war. 


[Ohene] Are you planning on going back to fighting? Is 
that what you are doing? 


[Samondo] We want this peace process to continue, 
but obviously — as I have been saying many, many 
times — it takes two to tango. UNITA is doing what 
the international community, what the Lusaka Protocol 
has called us to do, and yet the Angolan Government 
has no minimum [word indistinct] to that protocol. This 
all means they are not reciprocating what we are doing 
and what is actually contained in the accord, where they 
are supposed to put the troops into the nearest barracks, 
they are supposed to put the anti-riot police into the 
barracks, and there's supposed to be a strict observance 
of the cease-fire throughout the whole country. They are 
not doing that. 


[Ohene] You know, this all sounds very much like an 
old record — something that we have heard over and 
over, and over again. It sounds very much as if just 
nothing has changed. 


[Samondo] I think now that question should be ad- 
dressed to the government. We are the good guys now. 
We are the ones who are putting our troops to confine- 
ment in the eyes of the international community. We are 
fulfilling our part of the accord, and we would like to 
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continue to fulfill our part. But as soon as our forces are 
put into danger, such as what is happening in the last 
seven days, where seven positions — Sumba, Quicunda, 
Quinzau, Manga Grande, Lenga, and Quela — all these 
positions in Zaire Province where there was no provo- 
cation whatsoever. [sentence as heard] Why would you 
send troops there, when our troops were supposed to be 
confined to the barracks, supposed to be disarmec, or 
supposed to hand over weapons to the UN? It should 
be a peaceful transition. The UN is in Angola, in fact, 
to supervise the accord. So, there is no more time for 
fighting, but the government are fighting. The govern- 
ment (word indistinct] and want to fight. We had to put 
our forces on alert. 


{[Ohene] It leoks as if there is still no trust whatsoever 
between UNITA and the government. One had thoughi 
that you had achieved a major trust at the meetings, that 
there have been between your leader and the president. 


[Samondo] It is true that Dr. Savimbi and Dos Santos, 
they have a very cordial relationship. They met four 
times, and during those meetings, very constructive di- 
alogue came out from those meetings. But I understand 
that within the MPLA (Popular Movement for the Liber- 
ation of Angola], within the Angolan Government, there 
are very tremendous radical people, like chief of staff, 
Mr. Joao de Matos, who may be the mastermind of all 
this military operation, because somehow they still be- 
lieve that the solution to the Angolan problem has to be 
a military solution. But I think they are wrong, and it 
is about time the international community should put a 
stop to it. After all, over a year now has gone by living 
side by side, obviously not in perfect tranquility, but at 
least the process is moving. Let us give peace a chance. 
{end recording] 


UNITA’s Gato Deplores Government Offensives 


MB0612103495 London BBC World Service 
in Portuguese 2030 GMT 5 Dec 95 


[From the "Ultima Hora” program] 


[FBIS Translated Text) The rather fragile Angolan 
peace process was dealt a hard blow with the National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola’s [UNITA] 
decision to suspend its trc_ » confinement. In a commu- 
nique issued in Bailundo on 4 December, UNITA ac- 
cused the Angolan Armed Forces [FAA] of occupying 
a number of areas in northern Angola and mentioned 
the weed to reexamine the Lusaka Protocol's entire im- 
plementation process. 


In an interview he granted BBC correspondent Car- 
los Alberto Araujo, UNITA Secretary General Paulo 
Lukamba Gato savs this is the worst crisis the coun- 
try has had since the Lusaka Protocol was signed. 
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[Begin recording} [Gato] Together with the other sides 
in the peace process — the government and the United 
Nations — UNITA will reassess the implementation 
of the Lusaka Protocol. We need to know exactly 
whether we are on the same wavelength. What you 
have here is that we were forced to confine our troops 
while the government was allowed to continue its 
ostensibly offensive operations. The FAA troops took 
four important areas on the same day. We regard this 
as a particularly serious development that is bound to 
affect the peace process. 


[Araujo] You have talked about the need for all sides to 
reassess the Lusaka Protocol's implementation. Surely 
this does not mean renegotiating the Lusaka Protocol? 


[Gato] That is not what is written in the UNITA 
Political Commission's communique. It is not 4 matter 
of renegotiating the Lusaka Protocol. Rather, it 1s 
a matter of restructuring, if you will, the Lusaka 
Protocol's implementation. This is extremely important. 


[Araujo] How does UNITA interpret UN Special Rep- 
resentative Alioune Blondin Beye’s harsh words against 
the government yesterday? 


[Gato] He did his duty. That is all. We think that 
the situation is extremely serious and a minimum of 
intellectual honesty on the part of the mediator would 
have forced him to act as he did. He has dope no favor 
to UNITA. He just tried to be objective after learning 
the facts. 


[Araujo] Do you see these developments as the worst 
crisis in the Angolan peace process since the Lusaka 
Protocol was sigtied? 


[Gato] Yes, we think so. We have assessed military 
developments in the country since the day the peace 
accord was signed and it is quite clear that there have 
been grave and major violations to the peace accord. 
Even the least attentive of observers would agree with 
that perception. When you see where the government 
forces were on the day the accord was signed and where 
they are now, you do not need to be a military expert 
— just use your common sense — to conciude that the 
government has ulterior motives and is acting in clear 
violation of the Lusaka Protocol. [end recording] 


Further Gato Statements 


LD0612101795 Paris Radio France International 
in French 0730 GMT 6 Dec 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The war of words has resumed 
in Angola. President dos Santos, addressing the mem- 
bers of the Council of the Republic yesterday, acknowl- 
edged that the top priority is to put an end to the climate 
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of mutual distrust. He also talked about the situation in 
the northern provinces, where over the last few days the 
government army has occupied several villages situated 
in zones which had so far been ur se control of the 
National Union for the Total Inccpe: © ce of Angola 


(UNITA]. 


Jonas Savimbi’s movement ha. — “essed its anger 
by suspending the disarmament and the corfinement 
of its troops. UNITA Secretary General Paulu Gato 
believes that it is now necessary to review the entire 
implementation process of the Lusaka peace accords: 


[Begin Gato recording, in French} We want a thorough, 
broad-based debate so that we can put the peace process 
back on track for good. We need to know who UNITA 
is speaking with, what the role of the United Nations 
is, and what needs to be done right now. We have 
essential questions to put to the various sides, and we 
need an answer. The United Nations — there are now 
more than 6,000 UN troops — should be able to accept 
responsibility. It is a peacekeeping force. One should 
not hide from the truth. One should be able to avert 
further actions. That is what we want. [end recording] 


Government Seeks To Restore Trust in Peace 


MBO0512092095 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 0600 GMT 5 Dec 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] A Joint Commission team is 
scheduled to go the Soyo area today to see what is 
happening and what was at the root of the latest military 
incidents, which have again brought some tension and 
distrust to the Angolan peace process. 


In a bid to settle these and other problems, as well as 
to try increasing mutual trust, the government decided 
to confine immediately the Rapid Intervention Police 
forces in Luanda and Uige Provinces. In addition, it 
promised the immediate release of 140 prisoners, and to 
bring back Angolan Armed Forces from the Amoreiras 
area to previously agreed-on defensive positions. 


Even though the government has taken these positive 
steps, Isaias Samakuva, head of the National Union 
for the Total Independence of Angola team to the 
Joint Commission, says the peace process needs a very 
serious approach so it can resume properly. 


Dos Santos Concerned About Peace Process 


LD0512125795 Lisbon Radio Renascenca 
in Portuguese to Europe 1130 GMT 5 Dec 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Angolan President Jose Eduardo 
dos Santos doubts that the Angolan peace pr cess 
is at an irreversible stage. UNITA [National Union 
for the Total Independence of Angola] complained 
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that the cease-fire is being violated and the Angolan 
Government responded by saying that UNITA threw the 
first stone. 


Alt a meeting of the Council of the Republic, President 
Eduardo dos Santos spoke about the peace process and 
the Cabinda issue. He expressed many doubts. Paulo 
Juliao reports from Angola: 


(Juliao] Two days before his official visit to the United 
States, Eduardo dos Santos convened the Council of the 
Republic to discuss the peace process and the Cabinua 
issue. The latest developments in the peace process are 
worrying the president, who fears for the success of the 
process. 


[Begin Santos recording] | would like to be able to 
announce that the peace process has reached an irre- 
versible point, but in view of the current circumstances, 
I do not dare to. [end recording] 


[Juliao] As for Catinda, Eduardo dos Santos believes 
the negotiations are going well and that Cabinda wil! 
see its problem resulved in the near future. 


[Begin Santos recording] All issues brought up by the 
different FLEC [Revolutionary Front for the Liberation 
of the Cabinda Enclave] factions, with whom govern- 
ment representatives have had contacts, are being ap- 
propriately dealt with. [end recording] 


[Juliao) Eduardo dos Santos was speaking during the 
opening sessior of the Council of the Republic, the 
president's consultative body. 


Santos on Military Issues, Upcoming U.S. Visit 
MBO0512170395 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Poriuguese 1200 GMT 5 Dec 95 


{FBIS Translated Text] Members of the Council of the 
Republic are discussing the peace process. Government 
delegates to the Joint Commission are briefing the 
council on events since the signing of the Lusaka 
Protocol. Interior Minister Andre Santana Pitra Petrot! 
and Cabinda Province Governor Amaro Taty wit! also 
brief the council on the talks between the government 
and the political and military factions in Cabinda 
Province. President Jose Eduardo dos Santos opened the 
meeting. Santos stressed the importance of government 
initiatives to consolidate peace: 


[Begin Santos recording] The povernment has directed 
its Joint Commission delegation to promote a set of 
measures, including the release of all prisoners, the 
return of Angolan Armed Forces [FAA] military units 
to barracks in areas where the confinement of National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola [UNITA] 
soldiers has begun, and the start of Kapid Intervention 
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Police confinement operations in Huambo and Uige 
Provinces. All this is part of the Lusaka Protocol and 
is designed to reinforce the positive developments in 
the peace process, such as the deployment of most UN 
Angola Verification Mission [Unavem]-3 personnel, the 
somewhat modest start to the confinement of UNITA 
soldiers, and the progress made in the talks on forming 
the FAA. 


Meanwhile, the government has been taking significant 
Steps to settle the dispute in Cabinda Province. All of 
the issues raised by the Front for the Liberation of 
the Cabinda Enclave factions that have held talks with 
government representatives are receiving due attention 
to find a solution that is in the interests of national 
harmony and a united state. The honorable interior 
minister and the governor of Cabinda Province will brief 
the council on the Cabinda negotiations. [end recording] 


The consolidation of peace also depends on foreign aid. 
President Santos is planning to visit the United States, 
where he will seek international assistance for Angola. 


[Begin Santos recording] As part of an initiative to 
promote the country’s political, economic, and financial 
credibility at the international level, I will begin an 
Official visit to the United States this week to convey 
two simple and (official) messages. First, the peace 
process must be irreversible. Second, Angola needs 
international assistance to consolidate peace and is 
open to the participation of private foreign capital, 
particularly U.S. capital, in the country’s economic 
recovery and reconstruction. I hope to provide a faithful 
interpretation of the Angolan people’s aspirations to 
build a state with a solid foundation in law and a new 
domestic economic order based on free enterprise. [end 
recording] 


The Council of the Republic consists of the prime 
minister, the attorney general, the chairman of National 
Assembly, the leaders of the political parties represented 
in the Assembly, and other members of society. 


Botswana 


Gore Arrives for Bilateral Talks 6 Dec 


MB0612114895 Gaborone Radio Botswana Network 
in English 1110 GMT 6 Dec 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] American Vice President Al 
Gore arrived in Botswana this morning for a bilateral 
meeting with the president, Sir Ketumile Masire. Mr. 
Gore and his wife were met at the Sir Seretse Khama 
Aiport by the vice president, Mr. Festus Mogae, and 
Mrs. Mogae. Mr. Gore and Mrs. Gore then proceeded 
to the State House where Mr. Gore held bilateral 
meetings, a meeting with the president, Sir Ketumile 
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Masire. [sentence as heard] He will leave for home this 
afternoon. 


Mozambique 


Dhlakama on Early Elections, Mbeki Meeting 


MB0612105095 Maputo DOMINGO in Portuguese 
19 Nov 95 p 16, 17 


{Report by Bento Baloi] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Mozambique National Resis- 
tance [Renamo] leader Afonso Dhlakama says much- 
desired national reconciliation does not exist in this 
country, even though it would help consolidate peace 
and democracy. According to him, this is because the 
Mozambique Liberation Front [Frelimo] Party contin- 
ues to leave Renamo cadres on the sidelines, while the 
Republic of Mozambique Police [PRM] continue to ill- 
treat Renamo members. The Renamo leader said this 
at a news conference at his house in Maputo on 14 
November, taking the opportunity to announce that he 
had conveyed these concerns to South African Deputy 
President Thabo Mbeki when he met him in Nacala re- 
cently. 


Dhlakama says there is no government-Renamo coordi- 
nation of efforts to try and settle a number of crucial 
problems in the life of the nation, adding that both Fre- 
limo and the government relegate Renamo members to 
the sidelines. 


"Renamo members are discriminated against and ill- 
treated by police. Police have killed more than 120 Re- 
namo members in Nampula, Sofala, and Cabo Delgado 
Provinces since the elections last year. Some day we 
will produce the names of the people who have been 
killed and the policemen who killed them,” the Renamo 
leader said. 


Dhlakama noted that many other Renamo members are 
languishing in jails simply because they brandished 
Renamo pamphlets or shouted: “Long live Dhlakama!" 


Dhlakama adds that “al! administrators whose names 
are indicated by Renamo and appointed by the State 
Administration Ministry are then forced to become 
Frelimo Party members so they can be trusted. Given 
that they do not accept it, they are declared incompetent. 
This is Frelimo’s way. It does not accept the idea 
of working with people from other parties. Where is 
national reconciliation?" 


The Renamo leader says, furthermore, that ever since 


he left Maputo on his tour of central and northern 
areas he has been worried to hear many people deplore 
the PRM’s poor performance, widespread corruption in 
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the health and education sectors, and the government's 
inability to put an end to these problems. 


"My response is that I am neither a member of govern- 
ment nor a Frelimo Party official. My role is to moni- 
tor the government’s performance, criticize what I see 
is wrong, and present alternative solutions," Dhlakama 
says, adding that people want more than those justifica- 
tions. 


He says people keep asking him what all his criticism 
and advice will lead to, to which he replies that 
the situation can only change with the 1999 general 
elections. 


“However, people say by 1999 it will be too late. They 
want elections now, by 1996 at the latest. I have called 
on people to stay calm but they do not understand 
why. Others even say that I eat from the cake together 
with President Joaquim Chissano and then I go to the 
provinces to talk about a democracy which does not 
exist. I suffer a great deal,” the Renamo leader affirmed. 
[passage omitted] 


Dhlakama says he is very popular among the Mozambi- 
can people despite all the pressure from the government. 
He says this is because of the good work he has done on 
the ground, adding this is a source of concern to the Fre- 
limo Party which is now waging a powerful disinforma- 
tion and propaganda campaign against him. Dhlakama 
summarizes Frelimo’s campaign into nine points: 


1. Frelimo says he went to the central region to prepare 
a resumption of the war; 


2. Frelimo says he is making speeches inciting people 
to disobey law and order; 


3. Frelimo claims he is creating destabilization among 
the people; 


4. The government says Renamo officers in the Mozam- 
bique Defense Armed Forces [FADM] are preparing a 
coup d’etat with the help of former South African De- 
fense Force officers and demobilized Renamo soldiers 
still hiding in the bush in the central and northern re- 
gions; 


5. They say joint Renamo-"Chimuenje” ["little light" 
Zimbabwean dissidents] forces attacked the police sta- 
tion in Dombe on two occasions; 


6. They also claim that Renamo has mountains of 
Mozambican currency hidden in its former bases, no- 
tably in Maringue and Massala; 


7. That there are many tonnes of ivory and precious 
stones hidden at Massala; 
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8. That Renamo has 1,000 men in Maringue and 
Massala, and that they are armed with AK-47's and 
bazookas; 


9. They also say that Renamo has thousands upon 
thousands of hidden weapons that will help it maintain 
a protracted war. 


"This is the government's reaction to my popularity. It 
was only to be expected. It is a reaction which does 
not frighten me or the Mozambican people. However, 
it frightens the international community because it is 
neither familiar with the tradition of political parties nor 
with the way disinformation is made in this country,” 
the Renamo leader said. [passage omitted] 


“Had I stayed in my house in Maputo enjoying my 
swimming pool, my vehicle, and my wife, with Frelimo 
controlling me, I assure you these false reports would 
never have surfaced. This is their reaction to Renamo’s, 
and my own, success,” Dhlakama noted. [passage omit- 
ted] 


Dhlakama accused the State Information and Security 
Service [SISE] of being responsible for issuing reports 
that a coup was imminent in Mozambique. 


The Renamo leader said there is evidence that the 
secret services of all embassies in Maputo received SISE 
reports on the matter. 1’> added that those reports were 
then conveyed directly \o the heads of state of those 
countries without the knowledge of the ambassadors. 


[passage omitted] 


Dhlakama denied reports that South African Deputy 
President Thabo Mbeki had sought him out in Nacala to 
“pull his ears" so he would not go ahead with his plans 
for a coup d'etat. 


The Renamo leader explained he had routine meetings 
with the South African official to discuss issues pertain- 
ing to police performance, weapons hidden in various 
parts of the country, and the evolution of national recon- 
Ciliation. "I did not wish to make these matters public, 
but I was forced to do it because the press lied about 
it,” he said. 


Concerning the first point, Dhlakama told Mbeki that 
the PRM continues to be a partisan organization, which 
chases the people, and has personnel formerly in the 
Popular Forces for the Liberation of Mozambique who 
were transferred from the Defense Ministry to the 
Interior Ministry in the wake of the signing of the 
General Peace Accord. 


The Renamo leader said he urged Mbeki to advise 
the Mozambican Government to form a professional, 
apolitical, and operative police force, adding that any 
possible help from South Africa would be welcome. 
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"Concerning the second point, I told Thabo Mbeki I was 
disappointed that no Renamo members were included 
in the joint team of policemen created by the South 
African and Mozambican Governments to search and 
destroy arms caches," Dhlakama affirmed. 


The Renamo leader said the reason for his concern is 
that during the implementation of the General Peace 
Accord his party had given the UN Operation in 
Mozambique [Unomoz] a map of the arms caches in the 
various parts of the country. However, Unomoz was not 
able to destroy them all and turned the map over to the 
government. 


Dhlakama said "this is the map Frelimo and the South 
African Police now use to uncover arms caches, but 
they make it look as though they are discovering new 
Renamo arms caches. My question is: Is anybody trying 
to discover the government’s arms caches?" 


The Renamo leader said South Africa is concerned 
about the traffic of weapons from Mozambique, but 
he noted that those weapons cannot possibly belong to 
Renamo soldiers because they are well preserved and 
packaged, and carried in trucks. 


"I have information that former Frelimo generals are 
again being called into the FADM and that seven of 
them will be advisers to [Defense Minister] Aguiar 
Mazula, meaning that Frelimo strategists will continue 
to mastermind national defense strategy policies. Those 
people know where the weapons are. Here in Maputo 
there are buildings full of weapons, including mortars 
and bazookas, and they are being sold in South Africa. 
Those weapons do not proceed from any arms caches 
in the bush,” Dhlakama noted. 


Asked to provide the names and locations of those 
buildings, the Renamo leader said he cannot do so 
because Frelimo would promptly move the weapons. 
[passage omitted] 


Concerning the controversial "Dombe case," Dhlakama 
said the SISE is misleading President Joaquim Chissano, 
giving him inaccurate information concerning events on 
the ground. According to Dhlakama, it was Frelimo 
itself that organized those attacks on Dombe police 
station so as to lend credibility to Manica Provincial 
Governor Artur Canana’s claims that there 400 armed 
men in the area. 


Dhlakama added that "I find it regrettable that Frelimo 
should whip up a group of armed men to attack its own 
police force. This explains why there were two attacks 
but no one was wounded: The shots were fired in the 
air!" [passage omitted] 
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‘Oligopoly’ Reportedly Controlling Economy 


MB0612103595 Maputo SAVANA in Portuguese 
24 Nov 95 p5 


[From the “Economics” supplement] 


[FBIS Translated Text] A cartel, technically known as 
an oligopoly (which could be described as an economic 
system in which power is vested in the hands of a 
small group of individuals: or rather, the control over 
the supply and demand of specific products by a minute 
group of major businessmen), is, in addition to a decline 
in productivity, to blame for the continued increase 
in inflation, the devaluation of the metical, and price 
speculation in the country. 


That has been disclosed to ECONOMICS by EU del- 
egation member Sven von Burgsdorff, and Carlos Pi- 
cado Horta, economics adviser with the UN Develop- 
ment Program in a meeting that was also attended by 
World Bank representative Roberto Chavez. 


Says Sven von Burgsdorff: “Trade in Mozambique 
is virtually controlled by oligopolists. They operate 
both in the financial and goods markets, notably in 
commerce; they also control the financial market's 
parallel transactions. The negative impact of such a role 
on inflation is twofold. First, speculation. It enables 
them to control the goods market by fixing prices 
exactly when they realize consumers can pay. That 
happens invariably in December and January of every 
year when there are price increases because of the 
festive season and the psychological willingness of 
consumers to pay much more than is normally the case. 
Essentially, this cartel operates during the peak season. 
The second aspect occurred particularly in 1993 when 
most of the financial transactions were carried out in 
the informal financial market. In that year the metical 
dropped by almost 90 percent. 


"Those major operators, who control the domestic 
market, had access to metical-generated income, but 
also to Unomoz [UN Operation in Mozambiqu~] dollars. 
They did that to repay the rands coming in from South 
Africa. That happened about a year before the South 
African elections when there was a major capital flight 
from South Africa. Many South Africans crossed the 
border with their vaults full of money which they 
exchanged for strong currency, notably dollars, because 
they were uncertain about the political future of their 
country. It became a vicious circle. Those who control 
the Mozambican commerce had access to meticais 
which were used to buy dollars from Unomoz and other 
foreign sources, which in turn were used to buy rands. 
This currency was then used to buy South African 
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products illegally for domestic consumption. It was a 
vicious circle that had a major impact in Mozambique." 


Carlos Picado Horta said as far as capital flow (the 
money in circulation in addition to bank deposits on 
call) is concerned, the central bank "only controls the 
metical. One forgets that the Mozambican economy is 
largely influenced by the dollar and the rand, and that 
it conducts operations in both the informal and formal 
sectors where the majority of transactions are carried 
Out, most of them in dollars or rands." 


Horta said "the economic recovery program took two 
fundamental issues into consideration: one, relating 
to stability in which the government plays a role in 
economic activities, and the other the disinvestment and 
transfer of capital to either the private sector or markets. 
But there are either no markets or at least they are not 
that developed, and the private sector is in an incipient 
stage. So, such sectors were not there to immediately 
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absorb the government's disinvestment program. What 
was the result? The only private sector that was ready 
for that and developed rapidly was commerce. While 
the government, in line with the measures stated in the 
economic recovery program, did away with the domestic 
and foreign trading monopolies, imports, on the basis 
of lines of credit, were assumed by that small group of 
individuals engaged in oligopolism. Yet, there is no data 
on this issue. This is an evaluation that still needs to be 
done to find out to what extent they control prices. They 
represent a real cartel. That is a very important aspect 
to understand the inflation problem in this country." 


Horta noted that “one has to add the expectations factor 
caused by the continuous price increases in that most 
businessmen operate on a basis of 100 percent profit 
because they anticipate oligopolists will do the same. 
So, this is a self-propelling circle." 
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Liberia 
Taylor on Guinea Talks, Sierra Leone 


AB0512131295 Monrovia Radio ELBC in English 
0900 GMT 5 Dec 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] State Councilman Charles 
Taylor has described the visit of the three council 
members to Guinea as historic and a show of respect for 
the leadership role Guinea has continued to play in the 
peace initiative in Liberia. He reassured the people of 
Guinea that no territory in Liberia will be used to launch 
any subversive activities against the peaceful people of 
Guinea and called on detractors and those spreading 
false propaganda to desist as the present State Council 
is working together in harmony. 


According to an Executive Mansion release, Council- 
man Taylor was speaking at the State House in Guinea 
at the end of a two-day official working visit by three 
members of the State Council to that country. Coun- 
cilman Taylor also noted that he is prepared to hold 
discussions with President Valentine Strasser of Sierra 
Leone purposely to find a negotiated settlement to the 
problem in that country. He said the visit to Guinea 
is the beginning of several trips by the council in the 
search for peace. 


Guinea Promises Help in Restoring Peace 


AB05 12130395 Monrovia Radio ELBC in English 
0900 GMT 5 Dec 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] President Lansana Conte of 
Guinea has assured the people of Liberia of his govern- 
ment’s preparedness to assist in the search for peace in 
Liberia. He said Liberia and Guinea have enjoyed long- 
standing traditional ties which bind the two countries 
together, especially in the areas of trade, commerce, and 
culture. 


According to an Executive Mansion release, President 
Conte gave the assurance during a one-hour meeting 
with three members of the collective presidency of 
Liberia at the State House in Conakry, Guinea, on 
Monday [4 December]. He said there have been several 
meetings aimed at finding a lasting solution to the 
Liberian scenario but a solution has not been found due 
to the unpreparedness of the Liberian parties themselves. 
The Guinean leader said the effort of Councilmen 
Charles Taylor, Alhaji Koromah, and Dr. George Boley 
at this time is indicative of their collective desire to 
restore peace to this war-torn country. 
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Sierra Leone 


OAU Official Optimistic About Peace Talks 


ABO0512195095 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 5 Dec 95 


(From the "Focus on Africa" program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Over the past two days, the 
Sierra Leonean rebel movement, RUF [Revolutionary 
United Front], had its first official meetings with repre- 
sentatives of the Organization of African Unity. Yester- 
day the head of the RUF delegation, Musa Faya, told us 
that the RUF had used the meetings, which took place 
in Abidjan, to explain to the OAU what the rebels’ aims 
and goals are. 


He said the RUF wanted an international arms embargo 
against the Sierra Leone Military Government, and 
made it clear that the RUF had no intention of putting an 
end to its four-year-old arms struggle in Sierra Leone. 
For the OAU’s reaction to the meeting, Josephine 
Hazely called the OAU’s assistant secretary general, 
Daniel Antonio, who left the OAU’s delegation at the 
meeting. What did he make of it all? 


[Begin recording} [Antonio] There were very serious 
negotiations between our two delegations, and the RUF 
was serious and frank to our mission. 


[Hazely] Now, you've had talks with the Government of 
Sierra Leone, and now this week you've had talks with 
the RUF. Do you think that there is a real possibility 
that you can bring the two sides round the conference 
table? 


[Antonio] I believe so. 


[Hazely] Why? What makes you believe so? What gives 
you that optimism? 


[Antonio] Because.... [pauses] We have been assured by 
both sides that they want a solution for that conflict, a 
peaceful solution to that conflict. 


{Hazely] Ambassador, I must say.... [pauses] You know, 
people might say, well, assurances are one thing but 
concrete steps is another. What's the first step you 
believe both sides should take on the road to peace? 


[Antonio] As I said, we are still having another step — 
that is, to talk again with the RUF. So, it’s at that time 
we will be able to disclose which kind of measures both 
sides should be undertaking in order to initiate a process 
of negotiation. 


{Hazely] So, how far away is that? Is it one month, two 
months, one year, or how far away, in your estimation, 
do you think that is? 


[Antonio] Oh, it is not possible by now because, as you 
know, they have to go and consult with their leadership, 
and from there, maybe, it will be possible to get the 
information, how far we can wait before we start the 
real process of talks. [end recording] 
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